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Message Text 


1 . REFTEL ARRIVED JUST BEEORE I HAD CHANCE TO SEE 
HUSSEIN JANUARY 17. IN THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION 
HE CONFIRMED THAT THE WALTERS INTERVIEW WAS 
WHAT DISTURBED HIM AND PARTICULARLY STATEMENT IMPLYING 
THAT HUSSEIN HAD AUTHORED RABAT EORMULA FOR PLO, A 
PARTICULARLY STINGING MISCONCEPTION FOR HUSSEIN. 


2. HUSSEIN ADDED THAT THE SAUDIS STILL HAVE NOT 
AGREED TO VISIT OF JORDANIAN PRIME MINISTER PROPOSED 
SOME WEEKS AGO AND CONCURRED IN BY FAHD. 


3. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR IN SAUDI ARABIA HAS BEEN 
FOLLOWING UP ON QUESTION OF JORDANIAN MILITARY 
DEBTS AND PAYMENTS. HE HAS DISCOVERED THAT SAUDIS 
WITHIN FINANCIAL BUREAUCRACY HAVE BEEN TOLD TO 
INSTITUTE NEW METHODS OF PAYMENT AND JUSTIFICATION 
WHICH WORK CONTRARY TO FORMER "SHEIKHLY" APPROACH 
OF THE LEADERSHIP. IN EEFECT THESE BUREACURATS 
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CLAIM THEY KNOW NOTHING OF ANY AGREEMENTS TO 
PAY ANY OBLIGATIONS ON THE PART OF JORDAN. KING 
SAYS HE WONDERS WHETHER THIS IS A GIANT FLIM-FLAM 
OR IF SAUDI BUREACURACY CAN REALLY BE THAT BAD. 
FINALLY, HE SAID THAT HE HAS TRIED AND CANNOT 
DISCOVER WHAT IT IS THE SAUDIS MIGHT WANT JORDAN 
TO DO. ON HIS LAST VISIT HE SAW EAHD ALONE AND 
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INSISTED THAT FAHD TELL HIM IF THERE WAS NAYTHING 
JORDAN WAS DOING OR NOT DOING THAT SAUDIS WISHED 
TO HAVE CHANGED. FAHD SAID ON THE CONTRARY , ""THERE 
IS NOTHING AT ALL AND WE ARE COMPLETELY SATISIFIED." 

HUSSEIN SAYS HE REMAINS ABSOLUTELY MYSTIFIED. 

4. THIS SEEMS TO BE THE SOURCE OF JORDANIAN CONCERN 
AND DISPLEASURE RATHER THAN THE INTERVIEW WHICH ONLY 
ADDED FUEL TO THE FIRE. 

5. HUSSEIN ALSO NOTED THAT SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD 
BARRE ARRIVES TONGITHT. HE HAD HEARD THAT SAUDIS WERE 
PLANNING SOME KIND OF ASSISTANCE FOR SOMALIA INCLUDING 
POSSIBLY SENDING FORCES. HE ASKED MY JUDGMENT 
ABOUT SAUDI CAPABILITIES TO EXTEND THEIR FORCES 
BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES OF THE COUNTRY, NOTING THE 
DIFFICULTY WHICH BOTH JORDAN AND IRAN HAD 

HAD IN DOING THE SAME THIN IN OMAN. I SAID I DID 
NOT KNOW, BUT DID NOT THINK THE SAUDIS WOULD FIND 
IT ANY EASIER IN SOMALIA THAN THEY HAD IN NORTH OR 
SOUTH YEMEN IN THE PAST. 

6. HUSSEIN SAID HE KNOWS THAT BARRE WILL ASK FOR 
ASSISTANCE. HIS RESPONSE WILL BE THAT HE WOULD 
DO ANYTHING HE COULD, BUT HE HAS RECEIVED NO HELP 
FROM SAUDIS AND OTHERS WHICH WOULD ENABLE HIM TO 
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AID SOMALIA. HE SAID THE SHAH FEELS THE SAME WAY ABOUT 
HELPING SOMALIA. HUSSEIN UNDERSTANDS 
THE CAVEAT WHICH THE SHAH HAS 

MADE ABOUT ASSISTING SOMALIA ONLY IF ITS BOUNDARIES 
ARE BREECHED. HE SEEMS LESS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
LEGALITIES AND OAU POLICIES AND MORE CHARGED UP 
ABOUT SOVIET AND CUBAN PRESENCE IN EITHIOPIA. NEVERTHELESS, 
HE LEFT ME WITH NO UNCERTAINTY THAT HE INTENDS WHEN BARRE 
ASKS TO FALL BACK ON HIS STANDARD REASON FOR NOT BEING 
ABLE TO HELP HIS ARAB BROTHERS-THE LACK OF THE 
WHEREWITHAL TO DO SO. 

PICKERING 
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